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15,800 meals to be donated to Channel One through Improv-ICE  

Buy a Meal, Give a Meal program 

 

ROCHESTER, Minn.—More than 15,500 transactions at downtown Rochester restaurants 

during the Improv-ICE Buy a Meal, Give a Meal initiative equaled more than 15,000 meals 

donated to Channel One Regional Food Bank. 

 

Nineteen restaurants participated in the initiative, which recorded 15,594 transactions 

(dine-in check, take-out order, or gift card purchase) from February 6-14. One of those 

was Nova Restaurant Group which includes Chester’s Kitchen & Bar, Pescara, and Terza 

Ristorante and had the highest transactions between the three restaurants during the 

Improv-ICE timeframe.  

 

“We would like to thank our Rochester locals that came out to support our restaurants 

over the past week. Once again, our community has risen to the occasion and provided 

meals to those most in need through Channel One Regional Food Bank,” said Henry Clarin, 

director of operations for Nova Restaurant Group. 

 

Contributing the funds to donate the meals to Channel One Regional Food Bank was a 

group of community supporters including Associated Bank, Benedictine Living Center, Bill 

the Pie Guy, Ellingson Insurance Group, Gwaltney Group, ISG, People’s Food Co-op, and 

Premier Banks. Together, this group raised $3,950 in community funds, which is enough to 

give 15,800 meals to Channel One Regional Food Bank. While the raised funds slightly 

exceed the number of meals “unlocked” by this program, the full amount raised will be 

donated to Channel One Regional Food Bank to support their programs.  

 

For more information about upcoming events and programs in downtown Rochester, visit 

DowntownRochesterMN.com. 

  

https://charity.gofundme.com/o/en/campaign/s1g1rochestermn?fbclid=IwAR2A4JxNTR1zXp_FDltXbvVG3pgLTGjlEGpDsSIIpvvhg0_9nifLFzBvmn8
https://www.downtownrochestermn.com/


 

 

 
About the Rochester Downtown Alliance 

The Rochester Downtown Alliance is a nonprofit corporation comprised of a broad range of people 

representing property owners, business leaders, the city, and others with a direct stake in enhanced 

business and economic development conditions in the downtown district. We work together to build a 

vibrant downtown community. We believe a strong core positively impacts the greater city of Rochester. 

Through a series of special events, activities, and initiatives, we create energy, excitement, and a unique 

character to downtown Rochester, Minnesota. 
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