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Think Bank to Match up to $35,000 in Donations
to Channel One Regional Food Bank — Now Through August 15th

Rochester, MN July, 11th 2022 - Gifts to Channel One Regional Food Bank this month have
twice the impact. Think Bank is matching gifts dollar-to-dollar up to $35,000 through August
15,

Rising food costs and inflation are affecting families, friends, co-workers, and neighbors who
have never needed to access charity food before. People who may have gotten by paycheck to
paycheck are now struggling to get the food they need to feed their families. More people than
ever are turning to local food programs for support and food banks are strained to keep up
with the increased need.

In a letter to previous donors, Virginia Merritt, executive director of Channel One explained,
“Increased costs for nearly everything are hurting every neighbor, and some drastically.
Without community support, many families still face bare cabinets and empty refrigerators.”

Think Bank is helping mitigate this increase in need by matching donations through August
15™". Melissa Dickison, Vice President of Mortgage at Think Bank and a Board Member at
Channel One stated, “Think Bank is proud to partner with Channel One on this matching gift
program, helping support the critical work they do for our community. Our commitment to the
communities we serve remains as strong as ever, especially during unprecedented times like
those we are in now.”

Matched gifts will support Channel One food programming, as well as a prepared meals
initiative called Minnesota Central Kitchen: Rochester. This collaboration works with
restaurants, caterers, and community partners to provide 2,000 prepared meals each week to
those experiencing food insecurity and barriers to preparing their own meals.

Virginia continued, “For many, the preparation aspect of a simple meal can feel overwhelming,
especially without many healthy items to cook with. Through this collaboration, your matched

gift this month helps deliver healthy, diverse, freshly made hot meals to neighbors. They don’t
have to think about what’s for dinner at all.”

You can donate to Channel One at helpingfeedpeople.org/donate or send a check to 131 35th
Street SE | Rochester, MN 55904
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About Channel One Regional Food Bank

Channel One Regional Food Bank, a member of Feeding America, strengthens food access
and builds healthy communities. Channel One operates food programs to serve local and area
needs such as: a food bank, a food shelf, mobile pantries, Childhood Hunger Programs, and
the Commodity Supplemental Food Program (CSFP). Channel One Regional Food Bank
mobilizes organizations, volunteers, and donors to serve the network of nearly 200 nonprofit
programs that provide food for children, adults, and families in need. Channel One serves 14
counties across southeastern Minnesota and western Wisconsin. For more information, call
507.287.2350 or visit helpingfeedpeople.org.






